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built upon the basis of Roman Catholic philosophical presupposi- 
tions is a question upon which modernists can hardly claim to be 
unprejudiced judges. Even modernists, however, may find it prof- 
itable, as a change, to look at labor problems through the eyes of 
a French Catholic lawyer. 

A. W. S. 



Beitrdge zur byzantinischen Kulturgeschichte am Ausgange des 
IV. Jahrhunderts, aus den Schriften des Johannes Chry- 
sostomos. Von J. Milton Vance, Mercer Professor of 
Biblical Instruction, Wooster University. Jena: G. Neu- 
enhahn, 1907. Pp. 82. 
For the sociological methodologist this dissertation is interest- 
ing as a symptom of the changes that are taking place in con- 
ceptions of proper objects of search in making out the mean- 
ing of past experience. Men still living remember when all 
that the church historian seriously asked about in the case of 
a man like Chrysostom was his theological opinions and their 
political effects. The change in viewpoint is a fact, whether 
the sociologists' abstract arguments for it are accepted or not. 
As an index of the change the titles of chapters in this mono- 
graph are impressive, viz. : I, "Kaiser, Hof und Verwaltung ; 
II, "Die Gesetze in ihrer Bedeutung fur das tagliche Leben"; III, 
"Das Heerwesen"; IV, "Die Religion"; V, "Die Rhetoren und 
Aerzte"; VI, "Industrielles Leben"; VII, "Der Ackerbau"; VIII, 
"Vergniigungen"; IX, "Sittlichkeit"; X, "Luxus"; XI, "Armut und 
Almosen"; XII, "Die Sklaven"; XIII, "Das Familienleben." 

A. W. S. 



Democracy and the Overman. By Charles Zueblin. New 
York: B. W. Huebsch, 1910. Pp. 217. 
No one whose sense of humor is out of service should ever read 
Professor Zueblin. This would save us the solemn homilies of 
the newspapers upon things which his language might have meant 
if addressed to imbeciles, but which it is preposterous to as- 
sume that it meant if he is supposed to be aiming at a public 
with a spark of wit. No one who wants a writer to do all the work 
of thinking should read Professor Zueblin. His part is to the part 
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that the readers should do, more like that of the cocktail to appetite 
and digestion — and therewith I would neither praise cocktails nor 
dispraise Zueblin. He is a tonic for jaded, smug, or stupid minds. 
Because he is sometimes facetious, it does not follow that he is 
never in earnest. He is in earnest most of the time, but he does 
not think literalness is the best antidote for the lazy-mindedness 
which is chronic with modern men outside of business hours, and 
with modern women quite as generally as with men. He prods at- 
tention, and satirizes contented assumption that has never analyzed 
anything. He does not try to settle things, but he tries to show 
people that many things which they treat as settled are not. The 
topics of the present volume are : I, "The Overspecialized Business 
Man"; II, "The Overestimated Anglo-Saxon"; III, "The Over- 
complaisant American"; IV, "The Overthrown Superstition of 
Sex" ; V, "The Overdue Wages of the Overman's Wife" ; VI, "The 
Overtaxed Credulity of Newspaper Readers"; VII, "The Over- 
worked Political Platitudes"; VIII, "The Overlooked Charters of 
Cities." These chapters are not specifics for social ills. They are 
rather drastic counterirritants. They do not mind disturbing a 
lot of unthinking acquiescences. They would do for many indif- 
ferent tolerances of things as we find them what airing and beating 
do for our carpets. It would lower the rate of mental morbidity 
in the United States if all the competent, from judges and legis- 
lators down to the silent voter and his wife, would give these dis- 
cussions the hearing they deserve. 

A. W. S. 



The Southern South. By Albert Btjshnell Hart. New York 
and London: D. Appleton & Co., 1910. Pp. 445. 

Professor Hart has time and again laid students of American social 
problems under obligations, but never more so than in this study of the 
conditions of southern life. The book must be reckoned indispensable 
to any student of the race problem, both as a mine of facts, as a running 
commentary on the part of a (for the most part) unbiased traveling 
observer, and as the expression of matured opinions and conclusions of 
a trained, scientific thinker. The book has an advantage over most 
writing on the race question in that its author recognizes the importance 
of the historical background and the economic resources and organiza- 



